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other physiological barriers seems warranted, as are investigations of the action
of a-naphthylisothiocyanate and related aryl isothiocyanates and thiocyanates
on the thyroid gland.

Thanks are due to Drs. N. S. Halmi and J. Scranton for the use of equipment
and the radioiodide employed.
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Measuring the temperature of a mouse

SIr,—It was pointed out by McLaren in 1961 that the body temperatures
of mice could be measured successfully in the rectum, if the mouse were placed
on a wire grid and held by the tail. This method, when carried out correctly,
causes the least possible restraint of the animal as is clear from Fig. 1. It is

difficult to envisage that holding an animal to measure its body temperature
by means of an oesophageal thermocouple (Brittain & Spencer 1964) could
cause less restraint.
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